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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 


2. 


This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

1 j This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
' — * amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets contaming rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These aimexes consist of a total of sheets. 


3. 


This report contains indications relating to the following items: 






Basis of the report 




n □ 


Priority 




m □ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 




IV □ 


Lack of unify of invention 




V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 




VI □ 


Certain documents cited 




vn □ 


Certain defects in the international application 




vm ^ 


Certain observations on the mtemational application 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 





INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



IntenilM^ application No. 

PCT/JP2002/013521 



I, Basis of the report ^ 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application * 
the mternational application as originally filed 

[~j the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 




, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



{ I the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 




I I the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages ^ , 

pages . 

pages . 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fimushed to this Authority in the language in which 

■ the inteiational application was filed, unless ofterwise 'n^<=?t«t"?f,f„^L'*CeuaBe which is: 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authonty m the followmg language . _ 

n the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
^ tiie language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminSy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence hstmg: 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

, , fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

m fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure m the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

□ The statement that the infomiation recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence hstmg has 
been fiimished. 

4. Q 'T^® amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the descdption, pages ^ 

the claims, Mos. 



I the drawings, sheets/fig 



**7^7^laceme»t sheet cofUaMng:nich amendments must be referred to under item 1 arui annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


'Claims 


1-77 


YES . 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


14-36, 51-76 


YES 




Claims 


1-13, 37-50, 77 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-77 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1; JP, 2001-298432 (Kabushiki Kaisha Ai Radio), 26 October, 2001. Full text; all drawings 
Document 2: JP, 9-116812, A (Brother Industries, Ltd.), 02 May, 1997. Full text; all drawings. 
Document 3: JP, 9-251296, A (Yamaha Corp.), 22 September, 1997. Full text; all drawings. 

Claims 1>3, 38-40 



Document 1 cited in the written opinion describes a technology for conducting random 
extraction of advertisements when distribution of information elements containing advertisements is 
controlled based on the preset distribution constants, actual distributed values, and residual distribution 
number (in particular, see Par. Nos. [0054] to [0058]). 

Further, document 2 cited in the ISR and written opinion describes a technology for changing 
the priority of distribution sequence when distribution of advertisements is controlled based on the 
preset distribution constants, actual distributed values, and residual distribution nimiber. Accordingly, 
the inventions of claims 1-3, 38-40 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 1 
and 2. 

Claims 4-13. 37,41-50 



Document 3 cited in the ISR and the written opinion describe a technology for conducting 
distribution control of advertisem^its by comparing the information relating to categories to which 
each viewer belongs or viewing history of each viewer and a category of each advertisement. 
Accordingly, the inventions of claims 4-13, 37, 41-50 do not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 to 3. 

Claim 77 



Transmitting a program for impl^ienting the prescribed operations to a computer by using 
transmission paths, that is, the information transmission mediimi described in documents 1 to 3, can be 
appropriately made by a person skilled in the art. Accordingly, the invention of claim 77 does not 
appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 1 to 3. In the information transmission 
medium of the invention of claim 77, the content of programs transmitted by said information 
transmission medium does not require technical creativity. 

Claims 14-36..51-76 



Documents 1 to 3 mentioned hereinabove and documents cited in the ISR and written opinion 
neither describe nor suggest a technology of creating an initial distribution output list from the non- 
distributed output list for each advertisement and computing preset distribution constants for each 
category of advertisements of the present invention described in claims 1 4 and 51. 
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Inte: 




al application No. 

CT/JP02/13521 



Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



Hie following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 



(1) It is not clear what adjustment is meant by the term "appropriate adjustment" described in 
claims 8-10, 19-21, 28, 45-47, 56-58 and 65. 

(2) The term "said advertisement frame conditions database" mentioned in claims 33-37, 71-73 
has not been described as the "advertisement frame conditions database" prior to said description and 
it is not clear what database is meant thereby. 

(3) Claim 55 cites claim 55 itself and the description thereof is not clear. 
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